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ADMONITION, &. 


8 7 R, 
OWEVER others may be inelined to 
think I have taken too much notice of 
| you, a charge of over-officiouſneſs ſhou*d 
not lie in your breaſt againſt me, for reaſons too 
notorious in your Aſſemblies Catechiſm, ana- 
lized, Fc. There, you diſcover great need of 
friendly admonition, and to neglect you, wou'd 
be cenfuted by that divine law. Lev. xix. 17. 
which I have cited at large in my title Page. | 
I you flattered yourſelf, as being more inno- 
cent and ſafe, becauſe of the recommendation 
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41 
of Ave of your reverend F athers, you will find | 
your ſelf miſtaken. --- | 

Before I begin with your Catechiſm and re- 
marks, I wou'd ſay a few things on | aca title 
and recommendation. 

Your zile appears to be extremely imperti- 
nent, a form of ſound words. a title copied from 
St. Paul's deſcription of the Goſpel Syſtem. 
2. Tim. i. 13. no way worthy of, or ſuitable to 
| a Syſtem of merely human opinion and in 

terpretation. | 
E ' The recommendation runs * « Me cannot 
:8 but thankfully acknowledge the good hand of divine 
| providence in preſerving to us that valuable ſummary 
ef ſcripture doctrine, the aſſembly*s ſhorter Catechiſm, 
Y | which we take to be the moſt compendious body of 
divinity we know of in any language : and alſo in 
raiſins up ſome from time to time to withſtand the 
various oppoſitions made to it: and we chearfully 
recommend it, together with theſe excellent re- 
marks upon it, to the uſe of all Chriſtian families, 

and to the 0 ing of God.“ (Signed) 


* 


THOMAS Bu AbBzUkv, 
Johx Gvisx, 
THOMAS HAl.L, 
RIcHARD RAwIIx, 


WILLIAM ING. 


Has 
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Has not this recommendation the air of being 
apoſtolical? and would they not affix, to this 
Catechiſm, the idea of a ſacred, divine book, 
a ſyſtem of infallible truth; or, of pure, un- 
adulterated ſcripture-doctrine? And do they 
not know, that, at beſt, it can be no other 
than the ſenſe which very fallible men had 
formed of the ſeripture doctrine? Is it not then 
an inſult on the one rule of faith, to call this, 
&« a ſummary of ſcripture. doctrine?ꝰ 

Moreover, to inſinuate a ſpecial providence 
concerned in the preſervation of this Catechiſm, 
is putting it on a level with the holy ſcriptures; 
fince no higher thing now can appertain to the 
external of their divine teſtimony. But the Ra- 
covian Catechiſm might as well uſe ſuch plea in 
its favour :. or the Creed of pope pious the IV, 
that precious ſummary of popiſh doctrine. And 
as properly might either of their advocates har- 
tangue, on tue numbers raiſed up from time 
to time in their defence. 

Theſe five fathers ſhou'd have conſidered, __ 
2 Calviniſtical Syſtem, recommended by Cal- 
viniſts, is not ſo properly a recommendation to 
any but Calviniſts: and therefore they ought. 
rather to have ſaid, to all Calviniſtical families.“ 
And even to theſe, it was extremely ill-judged, 
to call it, „a valuable ſummary of ſcripture doc- 
trine.“ Surely the good old Gentlemen were 
poddingy under the ſoporific prejudice ; elſe they 
BD 2 wou d 
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decree; or dar'd to recommend the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm in ſuch ſacred ſtyle and character. 

F now diſmiſs your title, and recommenda- 
tion; that I may take more partieular notice of 
your body of divinity,. and your excellent re- 
= 

On theſe proteſtant principles, Sir, 1 wou 'd 
conduct my examination, and riſque the Nog 
of what I offer upon them; ' viz. 8 
Divine truth, or the known will of God, is the 
only rule on which man is able to e and 
form bis religious charatter? 

Chriſtians, who acknowledge the New T, efament 
to be a complete revelation of the will of God, can- 
not remove that ſtaudard of truth from where it is. 
All Chriſtians are equally concerned in that rule. 
therefore all have ſufficient - abilities 70 rnderftand and 
apply it. 

The ſenſe which every individual Chriſtian is able 
0 form of this rule, is all the capacity he has, or 
can poſſibly have of its uſe and importance. So that 
as none other can naturally ſee and feel for him ;, ſo 


mine for him, the ſenſe and meaning of this rule. 
T his right of private judgment exerciſed about the 
rule, is the only F212 ble CENTER OF UNITY, that 
can ever ſubſift among Chriſtians. 
Benevolence, or charity is the very ſpirit of truth, 


th tberefore no man Bas Jouns ruth, "90 has loft charity. 
: | Elfe 


wou'd not have adventured to publiſh this decifive 5 


none other can ſpiritually or morally judge and deter- 


4 71 
Elie the following Arorocur may illaſtrate 
my principles.- 
One day, as I Was traveling tbe nnd of life, I 

meta: 4 ſurvey of man, in his riſing age of enquiry. 

Aud in thoſe colonies, very viſible to Britons, I ſaw 

a variety of bumours, tempers, taſtes, or ſpirits, 

| "make a very diſtin® figure or charatteriftic ap- 

pearance. Among the reſt, I ſingled out a Chriſ- 

tian, of one tribe, with eret? poſture, and of a very 

_ amiable complexion ; his name, true PROTESTANT, = 
g book, called the New Teſtament, lay open before a 
him. Preſently an heavenly voice ſalutes bis ear, 

and pointing to that ſacred volume, informs bim, 

where be may find the darling object of his enquiry. 

There, ſays the voice, in that pavillion, fits immove- 

ably enthroned, the divine genius of Chriſtianity ; 

ber name, is TRUTH. and I will give you ſome need- 

ful inſtructions, that may aſſiſt you in your enquiry.— 

know then, the following things, and remark them 

well. —ſbe makes it high treaſon for any to coun- 

terfeit her authority. All her genuine enquirers open 

their eyes, as they make their approaches to kiſs her 

ſeeptre. the falſely modeſt wou'd wail her divinity 

under an enchanting robe of MySTERY, She frowng 

at the diſhonours done Ber; for ſhe wou'd have none 

afraid to ftep. into her undiſguiſed preſence, having no 

form nor feature of forbidding majeſty. To conceal 

any of her charms, 1s an injury done to ber, * who 14 
oof Peaſe with an accurate and 425 n 
It 
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F is an ind: ſpen/ible term of receiving her favours, 
that every man pays to her perſonal homage : for ſhe 
admits of no ſervices by proxy. Indeed, all her admi- 
rers have ever found, the more intimately ſhe is known, 
the more lovely ſhe is. And it is as certain, that the 
more ri worſhippers are known, the more lovely 
they are. On which account zt is, that you ſee thoſe 
1 ie avour'd genii, prejudice, prepoſſelſion, 
fufpicion, diſmay and terror, all withdrawing from 
before the face of that proteſiant. He has courage 
added to his faith, and knowledge to bis virtue. 
But with what diſadvantage do thoſe charafers 
there,” in that group, make their appearance, with 
very ſtrong fetters and chains, ſo incommodiouſſy 
banging about them? I mean, the implicite ſeeker, 
the folifidian, and the myſtic Chriſtian. One is con- 
tent that the man at Rome, called univerſal Biſhop, 
Hall be his proxy. Another chooſeth the Church, or 
Jomething that has got a venerable name, ſball nego- 
tiate for him with this divinity. A third, you hear, 
on his knees, pleading natural and moral impotence, 
original © imputed guilt, and huge depravity, which 
Teep him aloof, at an humble diſtance indeed ! he 
miſt darken the glaſs, that his diſtemper*d eyes may 
aveid the ſplendor of the illuſtrious object. — Behold 
now that good natured, generous proteſtant, ſays tht 
| beavenly voice, —you will ſee him pitying the implicite, 
end compaſſionating the myſtic Courtiers. He indeed 
lavghs out at the ridiculous eſſays made, by the ont 
end the other, to remove the throne of his divine 
genius 
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1 181 „ 
genius! and be is greatly aſtoniſhed, at the abſur 
hopes of the ignorant crowds, obtaining her god 
graces, by vertue of conſecrated water, wafers, frag- 
ments of wood, tapers, rags, and rattles! together 
with a dependance on the interceſſion of a weak u- 
nan ! He cannot but ſmile at others, for cloſe. 
ſoutting thir eyes, the better to let in the rays of 
the ſun! and diſabling all their natural powers, the 
more elfectually to qualify them for the vigorous active 
ſervices of this divinity F.— But ſee there, a ſhocking 
ſpellacle! the infallible implicite worſhipper, moſt 
devoutly drops his humanity ; and vows a readineſs 
to cut the throat of that proteſtant, at the nod of his 
moloch-holineſs !— And what is yet more painful, you 
may perceive many of thoſe myſtics, who do not ſcruple 
to deny any man the leaſt ability to pay his homage, 
unleſs he will uſe their ſmoaked darkned glaſs, in Bis 
approach . —Surrounded with ſuch company, the 
proteſtant turns off his eye, with a noble diſdain at 
8s the menace, and the prejudice. He compoſes him- 
elf; and takes refreſhment in the growing vigour of 
his own abilities; and is highly entertained with the 
cheerful freedoms he daily has with this divine © 
| genius, — 
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From 


Popery. Þ Theron to Aſpaſia. | | 

I Upon the opening of a new place of worſhip at Brera 

in Efex, I fancy you know, Sir, who it was that had the aſſu- 

Tance, “ 20 thank God the. Goſpel was now preached, in a toumy 

*« evhere it had not been heard for forty years before.” An argu- 

ment, ſurely, that -ode/ly, is, with ſome, a pagan virtue; and 
| ought to have no place among the chriſtian graces, 


85 EI 
From the inſtruction of this Survey, I deter- 
mined to direct all my religious operations. and 

hope by them to proceed in this diſquiſition.— 
To begin with your firſt page. You are ſorry 
am have appeared of late that have been fond of 
decrying Creed, Confeſſions, Catechiſms, and Syſtems 
of divinity, as if they were things burtful in their own 
nature rather than helpful; who notwithſtanding 

| have ſince been publiſhing Catechiſms of their own 
compoſure. However it is evident that thereby they 
Juſtify our proceeding, by practically acknowledging 
Zo the world, that tis à very proper method of in- 
firufion.” —This paſſage, Sir, compared with the 
time of your firſt publication, plainly ſhews, that 

7 you have my ſcale of principles fully in view. 
| Your concluſion is however groundleſs, except 

you can ſhew, that I have preſumed to aſſert, as 

ſcripture doctrine, any of my own interpretations 
of Scripture; not till then, Sir, will my ſcale f 
principles juſtify your proceeding, or acknowledge 
yours a proper method of inſtruction. —The 
great offence you take at it manifeſtly, is, from 


its rejefing ſome of the ſweeteſt and moſt precious 
truths of the Goſpel, Thoſe very apparent -and im- 
portant dęfecis: not one word concerning the tri- 
nity of perſons, concerning the divine decrees, con- 
cerning the corruption of our nature, concerning 
the work of the ſpirit, or concerning eſfectual calling, 
Juſtification, adoption, or ſan#ification by the grace and 
ſpirit of God.“ p. nn you call, very inex- 
cuſable 


tun 1 bY 
oof deficiencies, and you 2 alarm the pal. 


ſions of your reader, with ſaying, Ibere is rea. 
fort to fear, that a fet of principles wwbich excludes , 
ſe things out of it muſt be very erroneous, and ſuch 


4s wou'd leave us fort of tbe ſaving ble Yings and, com. 


farts of the Gabel p. 76. 

This is "the heavy charge you ting againſt 
thoſe Carechiſms,\ Which) von condemn. I freely own 
the ſcale has many of thoſe omiſſions ; and will 
now put my ſelf upon a defence Nd your 
very unchriſtian accuſation.— Recollect, Sir, 1 
told you, the very occaſion of drawing up the 
ſcale, was, 4 complaint of mixtures of myſtery in, 
mt Catechiſms, beſides inconfiftencies. 

But hark you, Pg? Pike, did that axNaTHEMA. 
become your pen? p. 78. whoſoever thus dimi- 
niſhes the ſacred, code by ſetting aſide, at his 
own pleaſure, any part of revelation belongs 8 to. 
the Raudard of truth, is accounTaBLe FOR IT 
To Gop, aud deſerves to be ranked LE man 
| E ft and, InripeLs. . 


Why this air of impotent authority! ? what? 


_ who, are 186 ? 2 little inſignificant mor- 

, that wou'd aſſume the ſeat of judi 
OY and denounce definitive Sentence ! how 
cou'd you imagine an ability of directing the 
thunder of heaven, and Pointing the artillery 
of God1- 


However, not content with expoſing me and 


others to the 1 vengeance of 2 provoked Deity ; 


1: $ | you 
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Cady? 

| you ungraciouſſy enough affirm,” our demerit | 
to be ſuch, ** thdr men voulu rank us among 
Deifts and Infidels.” Dre 

But did you think it, Sir? ? che Scale and : 
its author now bid you open defiance. 
You are utterly unable to ſhew any thing like 
an attempt to diminiſh the ſacred canon. and 
your preſumption is unpardonable, of hereti- 
cating all who form a different ſenſe of the 
ſacred ſcriptures, to that of your Weſtminſter 
aſſembly. one may, however ſmell the hrim- 
ſtone on the match, with which you wou'd 
fire your pile of faggots.— A better. head; a 
clearer judgment wou'd have pointed your ſen- 
tence thus, damnation to all who dare to 
« diminiſh the canon of the aſſembly's cate: 
« chiſm.” Comparatively an harmleſs curſe 
becauſe of the vaſt difference between that, and 
the canon of holy ſcripture, 

This diſtinction you, nevertheleſs, will” not | 
allow; for you ſay, under the anſwer to the 
5th 9. « The holy ſcriptures make it evident, that 
tho his eſſence be one, yet in that eftence are 
three perſoks equally Llorious and powerful.” Tou, 
Sir, ſhon'd have been fo good as more ex- 
plicitely to have ſaid, to whom ſuch doctrine 
is made evident. To you, and to your al- 
ſembly.—Well, and what then ? this is no proof | 
at all that the ſcriptures make ſuch doctrine evi- 


deat to me, or to thouſands, or ten thou- 
ſands 


7% 2 OA 
other chriſtians. But how very. rĩ- 
diculous do. vou make yourlelt appear, in the 
ſupport of your Propoſition ? ** This dotirine- how- 


on myſterious, is yet plainiy) revealed, and is of 


e greateſt. importance, & 4 foundation of our 


Fain and hope. Neither is it to be wonder d 


at, that cue cannot comprehend the nature of di- 
vine perſonality, ince we are incapable tu conceive 


the, divine eſſence. itſelf.” p. 7. Such a reaſon 
' was ſurely never aſſigned. by any. but your 
excellent ſelf,+—*<* Since we are incapable to con- 
ive; the diuine eſſence it 2 Who, think 


you, but Mr. Pite, cou d have favoured us, 
with ſuch illumination? who will ever diſpute 
the perſpicuity. of a doctrine with you, who 
confeſs to have no manner of conception a- 


bout it? But if ſuch be your way of eſti- 
mating the importance of any doctrine, I 


will make you a promiſe, never to -afk your 
opinion in any matter of importance. How- 
ever, ſince things utterly incomprehenſible 
and inconceivable are the foundation of your 
faith and hope, I do earneſtly beg a- ſingle 
favour of you; it is no boon, I. aſk 


for my own ſake, but for the poor, deluded, 


infatuated: papiſt; and that is,. — Be ſo good as 
never more diſpute, revile, or cenſure, his doc- 


trine of tranſulſtantiation; that precious e 


dation of his faith and hope !—alſo herein, I 
wonkult your reputation; for, I tell you, it 
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wont ſit with algood grace pvc WoI 


to do vi h your faneiful creed; nor will- 
vn this account, make you accountable to God; 


ful 


ſay, it is a deltious part of your divinity; 


that the father, the b d the" ſpirit,” perſonally | 


-&iftin from each \ other, are each F then truh 


divine; and pajeſed F all b peffellion "of 


Deity. Wop. 5. 7 LL e * 2 LIT Q) TOY 
I deſire not bs take this ſiveet->rnorſel from 


you. but you muſt allow me to think, you 


are extremely credulous, to believe bal you 
have no ideas concerning.” more I have not 


nor put you among Deiſts and Infidels. No; 


noz make your ſelf quite eaſy: 1 can aſſure 
you, that you believe too much by half fot 
ſach-- _— bes. e not be able to 


endure you. "2007 x Ui ud 553i wor 

And yet, . definition of prayer, p. 63. 
Bone conſidered, wouꝭd have inclin'd one to 
thin, you an unitarian, that had dropped his 
credulity. be object prayer is Gad a. 


lune. tbe matter , prayer things agreeable to 
| God's will, namely, uch favours" Cad bas / pro+ 


miſed. 
<« de pay. 


tbe Godbead, diſtinfily.:as three perſons; and unitædiy 
a, Cd. 80 that I am here unluckily 


diſabled. for reconciling your opinion of prayer 
with your profeſſed practice. you think i. e. 
bs = think at als that inconceivables and 


but then p. 59. you unhappily tell us, 


divine ioonſbip to each of the, perſons of 


4 2 1 ˙Ü— mä Coat lt. aa. ai. vi wo Ok x 


4 | | incom- | 


who $0 


VV 


Fr ²˙ 2] ͤ ͤ ⏑ ⁵ñmq ! ᷣ R i. i. ac 


t 
—— the objeRts'ef farch. But) 


Sas you ever able to obſerve, that the ſas 


ered Keane ds never make the eſſence of 
Cod; che manner or mode of his exiſtence; 


che manner or mode of his operations, the 


objects of faitk ? — nothing unintelligible and 
inexpticable-can poſſibly be fo.—I-indeed' profeſs 


to believe. a God but then I have evidence of 


his: being! I believe his perfections but then 
I have ideas that are clear and diſtinct, ſo far 
as. believe and. adort thoſe perfectlons, &c. 
which quite alter the © caſe; 1 _ -_ 
myſtical itt £ 1195 24 d 

You deſerve to be Sinica ech PR 


what you Taj pi . e that no perſon can 


conſiſtently” adminiſter or receive baptiſm; without 


z real belief of ibe fundamental 'dotirine' of the 
muh! whilſt you!yourſelt: do expreſly own, 

= * thato the divine penſonality is incumprebenſible; 
and: for» this reaſan, use vue art incapable io cons 


carve "the divine ente itſelj. . Cunſſſtentiy ad- 
minen or receive H, mean, I ſuppoſe, con- 
ſiſtently with that ſenſe; in which you ſo much 
abound. But I tell you, Sir, I do adminiſter 
1 rejecting your ſenſe; and I 


hope, I. baptize very! confiſtently with the unity 
of God, 2 with tlie ratibnal divine ſenſe of 


1 und wou'd aſk; might you not 
as well oblige me to believe the perſonality 
of. thoſe: three — whom St. Fobu mens 


tions, 


2 
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Sow, +0 the, ſpirit, tp unters and the 
or, that theſe are three perſons in one — 
If fo, why do you eee jiſqualify and 
unchriſtianige me, and ſo great a part of God's 
church as do .diſbelieve +a. perſonal. trinity ?— 
The afembhy's.; anſwer s — th Queſtion 
I. think: to be unſeriptutal⸗ and for this rea- 
ſon, God cou'd not fareordain ſim. he cou'd 
not purpoſe and decree! the rabellion of any 
one of his creatures: ' 2 Cou'd he huve fore: 
' ordained: whatever ; comes: 10 paſs,” there would 
not any thing come to paſs; but what, is right 
and good; and chere we. be; Ho | _—— 


Their "ako to ; Queſtions 16, 17. — 195 
1 Lifapprove, from being perſuaded. The | 
man, was not capable of | anſwering for 
| any but himſelf; and therefore not capable 
of covenanting, in any fngle- article of mo- 
ral obligation, for any one of his deſcendants. BM - 
ſo that I cou'd neither ſin in him, nor - fall 
with him in his firſt tranſgreſſion.a mill · F 
ſtone thus ſeems to hang on pen 18 
afſembly's ſyſtem .: 
Their anſwer to the art Queſtion, it 
your remarks, are of a piece with thoſe on 
the trinity. And I preſume, you will never 
be able to ſnew, that the ſacred ſcripture do 
teach any ſuch, doctrine, as that. of -Chri 
* God and man in a natures, and 


on 


| Co]. * 

27 e 85 earn 
one. perſan 5. ever. The hypoſtatical union, 
may remain a popular topic of your declama- 
tion, for the amuſement of thoſe whom you. 
haye perſuaded to lay aſide their reaſon, in order 
wo. feed ad. nouriſh. their ſouls. upon faith in. 
myſtery... But to men who are perſuaded, that 
the feryices of religion ſhou'd all be rea- 
ſonable; it will, be no better than the dry and 
unvholeſome chaff of ſpeculation. 

To recommend vs TERV, from God's in- 
finitude of knowledge and underſtanding, as p 
ſome have done, is a ſhocking abſj urdity !_ 
becauſe theſe very perfections of God are the 
beſt poſſible ſecurity we can have, that he 
has no truths to recommend to our faith, but 
what are attended with evidence every way 
ſyitable .to convince and perſuade: and con- 
cerning which, our ideas muſt , be competent 
to all cheir divine obligation upon us. We 
5 may therefore be aſſured, that there is no one 

| article of chriſtian faith, which demands the 
aſſent of the mind, but what is intelligible. 
and ,we may. obſerve, the notion of Jeſus Chriſt 
being God and man in two diſtinct natures 
and one perſon, for ever; called, the hypoſta- 
tical: union, is no ſcripture propoſition ; there- 
fore no object of religious faith. or, that there 
are three diſtin perſons in one undivided 
eſſence, is no ſeripture propoſition; and there · i 
fore n object of chriſtian faith. 


Tour 


118 J 
: Your peo of Fi 1 5 en, is ajtoge ther. az 
x remarks” on "Odo 
| an nes oa a ee it de are 
N L t be ve a im tith 
„ apo "the aloe K ae "of 5. 
Er ak: 
aid TRE 8 4 
98 tory - tof the Immutable, e 5 ff 5 
adp gebe eber We 
and as repreſenting” him in 4 reverſe Ti Fit, to 
whit the facred ſcripture atpays* Tpeaks « f Nun. 
for he is never eck once ſp poken of, as, "made 
 propitious,” | or teconciled to man ; "By 1 46 
propiriating, * recbnclling, and recovetin ins" th 
worid to. himfe 'by Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Yer if” Mr Pt does int . upon it, chat 
bis God is an angty God, unpropitious and 
inexorable! antf HG won. G de damned the 
whole human race, had it not been for what 
Chriſt did and ſuffered!” he may quietly en- 
joy his opinion. 1 ſolace my ſelf in the 
unoriginated, ſupreme, immutable a aud un. 
merited goodneſs and love of my GEL 
Läkewiſe, y, at the Tame Aeg to me, it 
is a grofs abſurdity: to füppoſe, the excel. 
lence” and merit of any being whatſbever, can 
be transferred to another. or, that the great 
God ſhiould fo far impoſe on his own infi- 
nite” knowledge and diſcernment, as to reckon 
that 4127 _ EY: or "thoſe. 30s of un- 
| - Twerving 
12 
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3. 19 1 
4 8 obedience, — HR bis * man 

Chriſt Jeſus; to be my piety, my virtue, my 

obedience ! Other Chriſtians may, neverthe- 

leſs, make this their final refuge: I have no- 

: thing to do to judge them. but do declare, 
cannot fix on ſuch opinion, as the foundation of 

my confidence: becauſe the New Teſtament 
has taught me to believe, that the poor 
in ſpirit, the meek, thoſe who hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs,” the merciful, the pure 
in heart only are bleſſed. And that they only 
who have done good; or, who by patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, have ſought glory, 
honour and immortality, ſhall obtain eternal 
life. and that whatever a man ſoweth, that 
ſhall he alſo reap.” —perſonal righteouſneſs. 

.. © Herein you ſee, I make uſe of my reaſon 
| as the only power or ability I have of judg- 
ing of ſcripture doctrine. whereas, with you, 

. reaſon may be carnal, and blind, and deviliſh! 

I do not pretend to ſay, what is your corrupt 
nature; or, what is the bad condition of your 
rational powers. but if they are uſeleſs to you, 
_ in judging of ſcripture doctrine, I am ſorry for it. 

Tou may imagine, the perſonality of the ſpirit, 
and the irreſiſtible influence and agency thereof 

upon the human mind. you ſeem to do it, pages 

24, 25, where you talk of the ſpirit's working faith 


in us: and our being afually introduced into a ſtate of 


grace; U the divine ſpirit comes 5 6nd gives us ſuch 
| ſerious 


| 22 * 
ſerious, DIRTY views 7 our "Pc and 
Chrift's grace, of our emptineſs and Chrift's ful. 
neſs, of our TO and Chrift's rigbteou/- | 
neſs, of our weakneſs and Chriſt's Prength, -.- 
our miſery and Chriſt's ſalvation, as effefually 
turns our. will from fon and ſelf t God E 

„ 
I know not what you do mean, or can mean, if | 
you intend more, than that of the goſpel being the 
power of God to, ſalvation, to all who will 
but attend to its inſtruction. There, confeſſed ly, 
is an almighty force and energy in the divine 
argument and motive. And we are, of a truth, 
ſanctified and regenerated by the fpirit and 
power of God, as we are convinced and per- 
ſuaded, by his Goſpel, to quit our vanity and 
worldlineſs, to ſubdue our luſts, and to break 
off any wrong habits of folly, by a cheerful 
conformity to the holy commandment. We 
are thus created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works: 
the old man is crucified in us with his deeds, 
and we are daily renewed, in. the likeneſs and 
fimilitude of a creation : for old things - paſs 
away with us, and all things become new: 
Chriſtians are thus choſen, from the beginning of 
the Goſpel age, to ſalvation, in, or thro' ſanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, even a belief of the truth. 2 
Thef. ti. 13. or, we are thus created in righteouſ- 
neſs, and holineſs of truth. Eph. iv. 24.— ' 
Moreover, the — or fruits of the * „ 
are 


21 } 


all of them rational attainments, or moral 
virtues; ſuch as love, joy, peace, long-ſuffer- 
Ing, gentleneſs, . goodneſs, fidelity, meekneſs, 
temperance, therefore every man has the ſpirit 
of God, whoſe morality is improved, advan- 
ced, and F by the . Goſpel. Gal. v. 
22, "SU 

The calling and ceflion of the Goſpel, is 
, from vice to. virtue, and from vanity to 
glory. "Theſe are the notions I have of the 
ſpirit, and of ſanctification, viz. . the Goſpel 
attended to, producing in us reaſonable opi- 
nion, and right temper and behaviour.” In 
this, man is the agent; and the word, or 
ſpirit of God i is but the inſtrument, or the means 
of his illumination and reformation. And for 
theſe divine purpoſes, I preſume, the Goſpel 
altoge ther ſufficient, without any new revelation, 

or Girthir inſpi ration. 
As to your charging me with an omiſſion 

* of the work of the ſpirit, effefual calling, 4. 
doption, SJanttification, Sc.“ pray turn to Queſ- 
tions 119, 120, in my ſcale: and in the an- 
ſwers you'll find, that gs the word of God 
contains bis mind, bis will, his ſpirit : : and as 

the truth is that, by which all chriſtians are to 
te ſanflified ;* I have not wholly omitted theſe 

things, 
„At p. 36. | There? s 2 willingneſs in you to 

ere the brand of antinomianiſm. but you wou'd 

> - of do 
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do well to reconſider what you ſay, p. 305 


e face the divine law is ſo ſpiritual | and exten. 
' free, what reaſen have we to humble our ſelvet 


before the perfettly boy God, on comparing it 


wilb our natures, hearts, and li ves. how weak, feeble 


and incapable are we in the preſent Pate to per- 


ferm the righteouſneſs of the law.” And at p. 
52. but you are not called upon to ſave your ſelves 


by your own ftrength, or to juſtify your ſelves by 


Jour own righteouſneſs, both which are utterly im- 
poſſible.” Had it been only for the fake of 


combating. this extravagance, I humbly. hope 
the public will allow there was . rea · 
ſon for this Letter. 

The ſubject is univerſally dd And as an 


advocate for God and truth, I now religiouſly 


aſk you, Sir, to what purpoſe the law, as a rule 


of life, if our natures are ſuch as render us 


incapable of obſervance? does not this plead 
the cauſe of the antinomian as much as he him- 


elf cou'd poſſibly do? we will enter more 
cloſely into the argument. ---< if the law com- 
mands you to have no more than one God. 


is it not in your power to deny a plurality! 
if it commands you to abſtain from image- 


worſhip. eis your nature ſo very weak and 


frail, that you are incapable of obſerving the 
Precept? Does it forbid, your prophaning the 


name of God---and cannot you avoid the 1 im- 
piety? what? when you are commanded to 


keep 
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keep \ holy a ſeventh. part of your time--can- | 


not you diſengage your | ſelf, on that day, 
from ſecular purfuits; or, have you no power 


| of obſervance, from a natural depravity and 


weakneſs? and if other precepts forbid any 


inſult or injury on the perſons, lives, or pro- 


perties of mankind— will you ſay, your na- 
ture is weak, feeble and incapable of the 


obſervance ? 
So far from it, chere is not any thing 


more reaſonable, juſt, and good, than the obli- 


gation and tendency of the divine laws, as 
2 rule of life to mankind. they are ſtrictly 


adap ted to the nature and abilities, of man; 


"Ty to all his relations, ſituations and con- 


nections. one may add, with the utmoſt cer- 


tainty, that his very capacity for happineſs 
muſt abſolutely depend on this his confor- 
mity. So the Son of God has taught, when 
he ſays, mY if ye love me, keep my commandments : 


and, ye are my friends if ye do whatſoever I com- 


mand you. again, on love of God and our neigh- 


hour bang all the law and the prophets.” To 


Which purpoſe his apoſtle aſſures us, that 


love is the fulfilling of the law.” and well aſſured 


Iam, that whenever the Old Teſtament writings 
wou'd deſcribe a character, approved of God; 
they lay an emphaſis upon the love and de- 


light had in the law of God. Nor is the 


* of Pſalms, at all inceligible, any more 
than 
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A | 
than the books of the prophets, if the ries 
and virtue of man, be not wholly formed upon 
an obedience. to the divine law.— _ 
A ſinner, perhaps you will ſay, cannot be 
juſtified by a law which he has violated : and 
therefore that law cannot. be a rule of life.” 1 
know of none that fays, a finner can be Juſ- 
tified by the law he has broken, but. this 1 
know, that his juſtification muſt depend on 
his repentance of that violation, and on his 
recovery to à delight in that law, and in an 
unreſerved obedience to the divine ſtatute. ſo 
chat the moral law is a rule of life to man. 
It ſhou'd ſeem therefore that you are de- 
plorabiy miſled in your application, by the 
efſembly's anſwer to Queſtion 82. and ſo indeed 
haye thouſands beſides you, who have been 
taught to. think, that tbe commandments of God 
were only fit for man's obſervance antecedently to 
the fall. whereas there was, in truth, no rea: 
ſon at all then ſubſiſting for ſeveral of them. 
Pray, Sir, how wou'd Adam and his wife, 
alone in the garden, be capable of theft? whoſe 
property cou'd he invade or injure? and with 
whoſe wife or daughter cou'd he commit adul - 
tery? againſt what neighbour cou'd he bear 
falſe witneſs ? and whoſe oute, ſervant, or cat- 
tle cou'd he covet ?—Is it not hence exceed · 
ingly plain, that the Meſtminſter aſſembly, had 
very abſurd ideas of the commandments when 


2 


T 2 « 3 i 
they. thus ſpake of them, as out of the reach 
of human obſervance ever fince the fall? we 
can with much more certainty affirm, they 
were out of the reach of man's ability be- 
fore the fall, and cou'd be no rule of life to 
him in intocency. They are therefore calcu- 
lated for the deſcendants of Adam, and are 
exactly adapted, as a directory of temper, aim, 
and action. But yet, in the expreſs declara- 
don of the aſſembly, every man daily thieves 
in thought, word and deed! he daily commits 
adultery !.. he. daily murthers! he daily ſteals, 
calumniates, and covets! Here is then an open 
and univerſal charge of all ſorts of immo- 
W rcality, . vice, and villainy! for if no mere 
W man ſince the fall, is able perfefily to keep the 
2 Commandments of God, but does daily break them 
W is thought, word, and deed, all men are com- 
; 15 wicked.” Such an enormous accuſation 
Jof all mankind, deſerves, and will have the 
© indignation of thoſe who wou'd vindicate the 
© honour both of God and of man. 

bo you think, Sv, it is the way of bum 
Jung our ſelves before the holy God, to make 
8 ſuch a compariſon of his law with our natures, 
Fas your Catechiſm would teach? or, is it not 
I rather to reproach him with ſuch inequitable 
ſtatutes, and with ſuch a depravity of our na- 
ture? There 1 1s no ſurer. way to humility, than by 
obedience to his comandments. No pride, nor 
uncha- 


71 26] 
L uncharitableneſs, no malice,” nor envy. will ever 
be the reſult, of loving God and. our neigh- 
bour.—whereas your 9 your ſelf in the 
righteouſneſs of another, and claiming ſuch ſu- 
|  Perior honours, is more likely to make you vain 
in your faith, and not humble | | your depen- 
dence on the divine mercy. your claim cf 

eternal life, is not of grace, but of debt,— 
for you fay, '©* the atonement be made was for 
us, and the righteouſneſs he performed is imputel 
to us if we truly believe in him.-—and our right 
zo eternal life is founded, not upon our own obedienc, 
but upon the divine righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt.” p. 26. Whether is it a proof of hu- i 
mility before God, to own our ability to ob- 
ſerve his laws, as a rule of life, and to de. 
pend on his mercy for the benefit of eternal 
life ? or, to deny our ability for this obedi- 
ence, and to diſpute the reaſonableneſs and 
equity of his laws, as does your Catechiſm? 
2 Queſtion, which may ſafely be left to the 
folution of any impartial unprejudiced mind. 
I know well enough, Sir, you will ſquat and 
ſhelter under the word, perfefhy: but Tl 
endeavour to lay open your cover. for every 
benevolent, good man, is a perfect man: and 
does, without reſerve, keep the Commandments. 
he does not daily break any one of them in 
thought, word, and deed. he loves God and 


his neighbour, which ' is the end of the Com- 
mandment, 


1. 27 Þ 
. and is the fulfilling of the m 
and I. do venture to. affirm, that you and your 
Catechiſm cou d not ſay more vile and re- 
proachful things, on the moſt impious, vici- 
ous and abandon'd of the human race! 
Why then, Sir, this ſyſtematic cant, of 
not being called upon to ſave ourſelves by our own 
ſtrength, or to juſtify ourlelves by our own; right». 
eouſneſe S what Chriſtian did ever talk in this 
ſtrain? Do not all allow, i: is God that 
juſtifieth. ? And by what rule do you govern 
your ſelf, when you call that our own right - 
eouſneſs, in oppoſition to God's, tho' it is the 
very obedience which he has expreſly. enjoin'd, 
and as expreſly promiſed he will accept and 
reward? It behoves you to look a little more 
carefully to it, leſt the righteouſneſs which you 
ſo zealouſly recommend to the dependance of 
others, be not, in very truth, a righteouſneſs, 
of mens own inventing! 4 fanciful, chimeri- 
| righteouſneſs ! never taught, never — 
| ob ooh at in the ſacred writings.—Is it 
much too daring, to attempt to change — 
terms of acceptance which are there ſo univer- 
ſally ſtipulated ? Whether you wou'd have me 
to think, the great Lord and Law-giver is 
tantalizing. his creature man with à rule of 
life, no way ſuited to his nature and abilities? 


or ae, vou wou'd rather chooſe, I ſhou'd 
» throw 


| tore, 10 abſurd in inſelf, and ſo Albndurable 
| to God ? is the only alternative that lies before 
you. "However your: prejudices may incline you, 
I am determin'd to'think honourabfy of the di- 
vine law, as the rule of life, and as the invariable 
ſtandard of man's meetneſs for the divine ap- 
probation.” Nor do 1 fee how he can ever be 
prnitent, becauſe of any diſobedience, and thereby 
qualified* for parilon 3 Unieſs he can perceive; 
that the law verily-is a" fule of tHe; and that 
his tranſgreſſion was criminal; which ceu'd not 
be, if his natural powers and abilities were not 
ir com te the moral obigen. Xt loſt my 


oblige. me te Set. sf to- walk but my m. 
| aRtivity's que” innocent, and blanteleſs. - 


© in A chriſtian, and a proteſtant, to cout. 
der the tendeney of your favourite principles. 5 
Asa man, you ought to avow en Epen, af | 
are moſt*conducive to the ſervices of humanity: 
bur there is a natural reverence,” eſteem and af. 
dction due to man, as man. ſhowd you dif- 
pute*this dictate of natural Teligion, I wou'd 
refer $94 "Pet. ii. '+ honour all men.” 2 
very” diſtinct᷑ prece t to that of, eie the 
|.  britherbatd.Pyet; Your: ſyſtem df corruption 
| fadly —— aud diſgraces human 


* nature! 
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| arch The notion of original. jn, deplorably 
yeneration due to man] And your 
| 25 pinion of r with your contempt of a 
8. trouſncls, is capirally injurious to 
rights of mankind, -- does it enervate 
PL. = the vie and ſentiment of moral obliga- 
tion? how does it OWE: to the criminal in- 
dulgence, from the plea of frailty, corruption and 
depravity ? > The garment of Chriſt's righteouſ- 
geſz, is 4 cover for injuſtice, fraud, debauchery, 
_ Brides. malice, and envy z becauſe man has no- 
thing in his $ nature but what is baſe, vile, 
Tr diſhonourable. And ſince his faith alone, 
to Waben * 1 1. is taught thereby to de- 
Nine ee 258 Tae 


"As a er it is at your peril, firs to fi 
in judgment on any man. the penalties are tre- 
E heavy on every  heretigating ſpirit. 
judge not, that ye be not judged, for with 
1 what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged ; and 

| with what., meaſure you mete, it ſhall *. mea- 
| Sured to you Again.“ 11 

Be not deceived. what. if this or that notion 

be ſweet. to your palate, and choſen by you as 
| the moſt: delicious food ? to the ſentiment, and 
reliſh of angther, it may be not only ſilly and in- 
Apid, but even nauſeous and offenſive, Whatever 


alen ** be the high'« conceit you have of your 
E * own 


„„ „„ 


own orthodoxy, a U red of Chriſtian opl. 
nions, is, their moral tendency. --fo that a ſyſtery 
or body of dwinity, which will not bear this 
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none, who conſidered it, as what it is, viz. 2 
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touch - ſtone, is not worthy che acceptance of 


approbation of any man. 

"You p lead, notwithſtanding, ' an atrachment | 
to the firſt "ries of proteſtantiſm. p. 76. Since 
you fay, © the aſſombly's Catechiſm 1 diſcover 
an happy reverence for the whole word of God, as 


it owns the BisLE, cabicb is the religion of proteſ- 
tants, for its only flandard.”---How far this re. 
port is conſiſtent; we have already ſeen. and now 
I wou'd afk, what if it had not ſuch an happy 
reverence for the word of God ? this cou'd affect 


ſyſtem of merely human opinion. And what if it 
has ?---T he admirers of 'the Athanafian curſing- 
creed, tell you, they alfo reverence the Bible. And 
the ſame eſtabliſhed article which ſays, * the 


church has power to decree rites and 'ceremo» 


nies, and authority in matters of faith.“ im- 


mediately adds, ** yet, it is not lawful for the 


church to ordain apy thing that is contrary to 


God's word written.“ Tho' there is 3 


mor expreſſy contrary to God's written wo 


than that the church has authority in matters 


of faith. So that nothing at all, you ſee, can 


ou relied on 8 or W f reuee 
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rence for tht word of God, as that of the Bible being 


the only flandard of the religion of proteſtants. .- 
Upon the whole, a few objections to the aſ- 
ſembly s Catechiſm, by you analized, eee 


and recommended, are as follow. _. 


1. It is obſcure and unintelligible i in ies" fun 


damentals. and you own, UE you have _ 


it ſo. | 
2. It Gadly einne ths mind Oy the 


pationality, plainneſs and ſimplicity of the Goſ- 
pel doctrine. and perhaps, has made more in- 
fidels chan any other admired "_— whatſo- 
ever among proteſtants. i 

3. Its warm advocates 2 moſt ſhamefully place 
we on a level with the holy ſcriptures : or rather, 
wou'd have it underſtood, as an infallible key 
to their ſenſe and meaning. In which, proteſ- 


tant have e the 205 worſt 8 of | 


 Popery. © 


4. The they of religion among us, and 2 


| contempt of the Bible, probably, is much-owing | 


to the miſrepreſentations cherein 3 of the 


| Chriſtian doctrine. 


That I have not, in the leaſt, W 


che extravagance of your remarks, will be yet 

more evident, from p. 77. We do not intend 

that the compilers of this Catechiſm were divinely in- 

ſpired, tho), wwe cannot but apprehend they were, emi- 
5 1 — in this work; a very thin and flimſy 


diſtinc- 
. 


wed 5 bus eminently 4; 


Fqueamiſh in this matter ; and th * 
add, and cen word uus Joy in proj 
of the Aolirines in it 108 dg/ign as an tucemium on the 
Jaced arades,” Lou thus lock upon the Cate. 
chiſm and the ſacred oracles, as one and the ſame 
divine thing; ſince in praiſing its n von 
deſign to praiſe the ſacred. oracle. at e 
But as if conſcious of a little over -ſtraining 
point, * 208 beg Jeave 40 ſoy, that this — 

Lien is not deſꝑned t. 
ences of others > for you are entirely . „ alloy 


others the ſam liberty of thought 2 


lab. very courtepus indeedl and has ſomewhat 
of the air of a proteſtant. Yet, we may not pro- 
miſe ourſelves too much from it neither; for, 


the right of private judgment muſt 14 


freely granted; only let perſons be honeſt. and 
uw in their profeſſion. u well as in thrir enqui 
- tum to p. 76. and chere it is ſaid, that 

K 4 man happen to reject; the notion of a trinity 
divine decrees of whatſoever comes to paſs, the 
corruption of nature, &c, he leaves out the ſaving 
bleſſings and comforts of the Goſpel. So that 
this very ſpecious proteſtant will ſit as judge on 
tte ſincerity and honeſty of a man's profeſſion 
and enquiry; and he will make theſe opinions 


de infallible teſt. if a man omits wy, 
oes 


4 t 


—however, you wou'd vet remain. ay 
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being belkee ot lation, he does not uſe NR. 
28 4 hr) nat 2 A1 you, Sir, expreſsly bid him 
caſt off che profeſſion of Chriſtianiry and com- 
mence Deift ; and then you appoint him his fatal 
portion Fus contpicubus is your” care of che 
rights” of private jd "ment! and thus ſhining: 
yout moderation Tze catholiciſm of a popith' 
prieſt and yours ſeem to be twin · brothers. 
ſolvation bu of bur church. -Is there not flagrant” 
inconſiſtency in the pretence, of ſuck farred re- 
gard had to the rights of conſcience, whitſt vou 
and the papiſt can hereticate all who admit not 
your ſenſe of the ferip ture !---from ſick advo-" 
cates of religious liberry; good Lord deliver tus t 
As x contclution of this Letter. you wit attow 
me to propoſe a few momentous chings ro Jour 
conſideratibn. N | 
Whether you are able to determine the inpor- 
tint of any tenet or opinion, reſpecting either 
yourſelf or any other man, by any better I chan 
| its fruits? I mean, the moral effects it has upon 
temper and life. if you cannot, 1 do as properly 
hold che rrarh in righteouſhefs as you ate Able to 
do, tho T am an unitarlan, and you a trinitarian, 
if my plety is as raifed, fincere and animated as 
yours? And altho* 1 have a different opinion of 
the "mediation, to what you have, yet if I ſhew, 
out of x good ae, that the fate fpirit 
dnelletn in me, which dwelt in Chriſt Jeſus my 
Lord; 
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Lord; or, .if 1 am influenced to an imitation of 
him; pray what is your advantage ?--- Whether 
. . you are then doing the leaſt degree of ſervice to 
Chriſtianity, in. adopting and recommending any - 
ſyſtematic ſenſe, as the only true interpretation of 
holy ſcripture? why, Sir, muſt the Calviniſt's be 
more deciſive than the arminian ſenſe ? or why 
the athanaſian be more deciſive than the arian? 
Do you plead numbers? ſo can popery. Do 
you plead myſtery ? fo will popery. "Do vou 
| plead charity ? ſo does popery. Whether your 
pretenſions to proteſtantiſm have any real foun- 
dation ? The papiſt ſays, ignorance is the mother 
| of devotion. what do you elſe, in taking inconceiv- 
ables. and inexplicables into your creed, and 
making, them eſſentials ? The papiſt is an enemy 
to reaſon in religion; ſo are you. The prick 
takes away the BIxIE from the laity ; and deter- 
mines for the people the Catholic faith. you do 
little better, in determining for chem the only 
ſaving ſenſe of the divine oracles. | 
Whether you ought not to allow thoſe wh dif- 
fer from vou, in their ſenſe of ſcripture, to have, 
at leaſt as clear heads, and as much honeſty and 
ſincerity as you have in endeavouring to know 
the will of God ? Is there nothing like arrogance 
in .that your ſenſe, or the ſenſe of any 
FG 1 — . is of the higheſt i importance in the. 
affair of any other man's ſalvation? 
+ ans Soak | Whether 
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- Whether in writing your remarks, in order to 
Phot the peculiar or charaſteriſtic opinions 
of Calviniſm, as the true doctrines of the Goſpel, 
is not to ſet up another Goſpel ; and to make the 
faith of the Chriſtian ftand in the wiſdom of men, 

and not in the power of God ? wou'd it not there- 
| fore be much better for you, to decry creeds, 
confeſſions, and ſ yſtematic Catechiſms as hurtful 
to chriſtianity ? ſince every man is to form his 
own ſenſe of the divine rule from itſ:lf. for no 
man, or aſſembly of men, has, or can have an a- 

' bility of making the Goſpel rule more plain and 
_ intelligible.than it is. 

Whether it be not rude and indecent for any, 
by way of. diſtinction, to call themſelves Goſpel- 
Pres ? whoſe buſineſs is not to judge for any 
man whatſoever, but to recommend the im- 
partial and diligent ſtudy of that Goſpel ; and to 
urge, a walking worthy of it unto all well pleaſing. 

It is, Sir, and has been the opinion of ſome very 
 - judicious perſons, that our AcabEMIEs will never 
riſe in eſteem, by the teaching of ſyſtematic di- 
vinity. that the ſcience of theology ſhould be 
learnt from the fountain, in its greateſt ſimplicity 
and purity. and that a knowledge of claſſical 
_ writings, will give an elegance to compoſition. 
Your method of forming pupils, I know not. yet 
am afraid, it is wholly ſyſtematical. If fo, will 
not ſuch labours, thus' far ſubſerve the cauſe of 
ignorance and bigotry ? | 
F 3 
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The above Queries, wou'd furniſh you with 2 


more. edifying eee iD in ſome future casus- 


rica EXERCISES." og 
As I have now, I Rady pleaded the proteſtant 

[5 1 in the ſpirit of truth — ſobernels, expoſed 
'bigotry;and fully paidthe debtduetoyourremarks; 
you are not to expect to hear any thing more of: 
this kind from my pen. .nevertheleſs, if I ſhou'd 


ever be capable of doing you any =o ſervice, - 
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